196. THE MATOR OF DURBAN

We have to congratulate Mr. Ellis Browne on his re-election as the
Chief Magistrate of the Borough for the third time. In this go-ahead and
daily growing town, consisting as it does of a cosmopolitan population,
having often conflicting interests, the office of Mayor is no sinecure. In
Mr. Bills Browne we have a gentleman of varied acquirements and possess-
ing a large amount of industry. So far as the British Indians are concerned,
he knows them well; he has been brought into frequent personal contact
with all classes of the community, and but for his notorious minute on
the Bazaar question, he was known to be fair-minded and impartial.
That he lost his head, as so many did, on the Bazaar question is easy of
explanation. It was Lord Milner's spell under which he was then labour-
ing. His Excellency's Notice 356 of last year1 came down on the Indians
like a bomb-shell. It affirmed the policy of the Government with regard
to Indians, and it meant that His Excellency approved of the old Republican
legislation. Naturally, our worthy Mayor thought that it must have been
sanctioned by Downing Street and what could be allowed in a Crown
Colony where, moreover, the very subject-matter of the Notice was a
cause of the war, should a fortiori be permissible in a self-governing Colony
like Natal, and that was the reason why he hurled his minute at the
Indian community. Let us hope, however, that it is now forgotten,
and if we have rescued it from oblivion it is to shew that it was a temporary
aberration, and by no means respresentative of the general attitude of
Mr. Ellis Browne. We wish him further success and prosperity to the
Borough during his term of mayoralty.
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197. OUR GRAND OLD MAN
The number of India to hand by the last mail shews the perennial
activity of Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji,2 the Grand Old Man of India. Noth-
ing comes to him amiss if it is at all to be of benefit to the millions of his
fellow-countrymen, and the correspondence between Mr. Lyttelton and
himself published in India, and which we reproduce in another column,
on the question of the status of the British Indians in the Transvaal, is
but an instance of his activity. Many a man at his age would be entitled
to retire from public life and enjoy well-deserved rest, but Mr. Naoroji,
in spite of his age, can give points to many young workers in the cause*
In his self-imposed exile, the only pleasure he knows is that of doing what
1   Vide Vol. in, p. 292.
2  Vide Vol. I, p. 384